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The Heart of the Matter
In his roles as cupbearer, builder, and governor, Nehemiah exemplifi ed the qualities of 
a wise, godly leader. We can learn from Nehemiah’s example as we examine our own 
character and God-given place in life. Like the bricks and mortar of a solid, ancient city 
wall, the bricks of excellent leadership must be placed on a foundation of God’s Word 
and godly character with the mortar of faith and fortitude. 

 Discovering the Way
1. Historical Setting of Nehemiah (2 Chronicles 36:18–23)
The events described in the book of Nehemiah took place at a crucial turning point in 
Jewish history — when the people were restored to the land after decades of exile in 
Babylon. See the attached historical chart.

2. Nehemiah the Man (Survey of Nehemiah)
Throughout his life of leadership and service to God, Nehemiah fi lled many roles, 
including cupbearer (Nehemiah 1:11), builder (2:11–6:19), and governor (7–13). See 
attached map of Jerusalem. Nehemiah’s leadership experiences provide several lessons 
for leaders today from every walk of life.

 Starting Your Journey
Even if we are not engaged in a literal building project, each of us has a responsibility 
for building the spiritual walls of our lives, though they may lie in ruins. What can be 
done to repair your walls in preparation for a life of godly leadership? 
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