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	 The	Heart	of	the	Matter
Once the walls and gates were completed, Nehemiah immediately made plans to revive 
the citizens spiritually with the authoritative Scriptures. The testimony of God’s Word 
had been kept silent for far too long, and the beginnings of spiritual revival were about 
to take place. The potential for revival is always present in our own lives, if we will 
return to the Word of God.

	 Discovering	the	Way
1.	The	Setting	of	Revival	(Nehemiah	8:1–2)
The wall was complete, the city was protected, the people were organized, and the 
government was running smoothly. But a very important ingredient was missing . . . a 
meaningful spiritual life.

2.	The	Event	of	Revival	(Nehemiah	8:3–8)
The people gathered at the Water Gate to hear Ezra read God’s Word (8:3–5). They 
responded with an outpouring of praise for the Lord (8:6). Then, Ezra and the Levites 
carefully explained the meaning of each passage of Scripture (8:7–8).

3.	The	Mobilization	of	God’s	People	(Nehemiah	8:9–12)
With great guilt, the people wept over the sins of their forefathers (8:9). Then, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and the Levites reminded the people of God’s grace and forgiveness  
(8:10–12).

	 Starting	Your	Journey
As we observe the revival of God’s people, four practical lessons are apparent:
1. No life is complete without the spiritual dimension.
2. No spiritual dimension is complete without scriptural input.
3. No scriptural input is complete without personal obedience.
4. No personal obedience is complete without great rejoicing. 
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